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Anthropologist David Graeber undertakes the first detailed ethnographic study of the global justice
movement. The case study at the center of Direct Action is the organizing and events that led to the one of
the most dramatic and militant mass protests in recent years—against the Summit of the Americas in Québec
City. Written in a clear, accessible style (with a minimum of academic jargon), this study brings readers
behind the scenes of a movement that has changed the terms of debate about world power relations. From
informal conversations in coffee shops to large “spokescouncil” planning meetings and tear gas-drenched
street actions, Graeber paints a vivid and fascinating picture.

Along the way, he addresses matters of deep interest to anthropologists: meeting structure and process,
language, symbolism and representation, the specific rituals of activist culture, and much more. Starting from
the assumption that, when dealing with possibilities of global transformation and emerging political forms, a
disinterested, “objective” perspective is impossible, Graeber writes as both scholar and activist. At the same
time, his experiment in the application of ethnographic methods to important ongoing political events is a
serious and unique contribution to the field of anthropology, as well as an inquiry into anthropology’s
political implications.

David Graeber is an anthropologist and activist who teaches at the University of London. Active in
numerous direct-action political organizations, he has written for Harper’s Magazine and is the author of
Fragments of an Anarchist Anthropology, Towards an Anthropological Theory of Value, and Possibilities.

In Oakland, California on March 24, 2015 a fire destroyed the AK Press warehouse along with several
other businesses. Please consider visiting the AK Press website to learn more about the fundraiser to
help them and their neighbors.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Direct Action: An Ethnography has been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
reserve Direct Action: An Ethnography is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Direct Action: An Ethnography. You never truly feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Linda Long:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Direct Action: An Ethnography e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Direct Action: An Ethnography as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Effie Morris:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Direct Action: An Ethnography provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Linda Barefoot:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Direct Action: An Ethnography can give you a lot
of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Direct Action: An Ethnography.
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