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Rich with illustrations, Dress Codes systematically analyzes the meaning and relevance of clothing in
American culture. Presented here in one book for the first time are theories of clothing and an up-to-date
analysis of images of power and authority, gender, seduction (the sexy look, the aluring look, the glamorous
look, the vulnerable look), wealth and beauty, youth and health, and leisure and political hierarchy. Taken
together, the chapters offer to the student and the general reader a complete “semiotics of clothing” inaform
that is highly readable, very entertaining, and thoroughly informative. The illustrations provide fascinating
glimpses into the history of American fashion and clothing—along with their antecedents in Europe—as well
as afine collection of images from the more familiar world of contemporary America.After ten years of
teaching and research, Rubinstein has identified six distinct categories of dressin American society, upon
which Dress Codes is based. “Clothing signs’ have only one meaning and are instituted by those in authority
asrequired attire (police uniform, nun’s attire); “clothing symbols,” which have several meanings and
involveindividual choice (designer clothing, jewelry); “clothing tie-signs,” which are specific types of
clothing that indicate membership in a community outside mainstream culture (Hasidic, Amish, or Hare
Krishna attire); “ clothing tie-symbols,” which act as a means of broader social affiliation emanating
especially from fears, hopes, and dreams (Save the Earth clothing, Pro-Choice T-shirts, Madonna’s crosses);
“personal dress,” which refersto the“1” component we bring in when dressing the public self (bowtie,
dramatic, or artistic attire); and “ contemporary fashion,” which is the interaction between political and
economic events and consumer sentiments, involving public memory.Written in alively and entertaining
style, Dress Codes will fascinate both general readers and students interested in the history of fashion and
costume, fashion design, human development, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Duckett:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Dress Codes: Meanings And
Messages In American Culture. All type of book isit possible to see on many resources. Y ou can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Jodie Long:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Dress Codes: Meanings And Messages In American Culture, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Katrina Frey:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Dress Codes: Meanings And Messages In American Culture your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The Dress Codes. Meanings And Messages In American Culture giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful datafor your better lifein
this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Carole Garner:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people lovesto go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel, comics, and



soon. The Dress Codes: Meanings And Messages In American Culture offer you a new experience in
studying a book.
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