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A well-educated, outspoken member of a politically prominent family in Bowling Green, Kentucky, Josie
Underwood (1840–1923) left behind one of the few intimate accounts of the Civil War written by a southern
woman sympathetic to the Union. This vivid portrayal of the early years of the war begins several months
before the first shots were fired on Fort Sumter in April 1861. "The Philistines are upon us," twenty-year-old
Josie writes in her diary, leaving no question about the alarm she feels when Confederate soldiers occupy her
once-peaceful town. Offering a unique perspective on the tensions between the Union and the Confederacy,
Josie reveals that Kentucky was a hotbed of political and military action, particularly in her hometown of
Bowling Green, known as the Gibraltar of the Confederacy. Located along important rail and water routes
that were vital for shipping supplies in and out of the Confederacy, the city linked the upper South's trade
and population centers and was strategically critical to both armies. Capturing the fright and frustration she
and her family experienced when Bowling Green served as the Confederate army's headquarters in the fall of
1861, Josie tells of soldiers who trampled fields, pilfered crops, burned fences, cut down trees, stole food,
and invaded homes and businesses. In early 1862, Josie's outspoken Unionist father, Warner Underwood,
was ordered to evacuate the family's Mount Air estate, which was later destroyed by occupying forces.
Wartime hardships also strained relationships among Josie's family, neighbors, and friends, whose passionate
beliefs about Lincoln, slavery, and Kentucky's secession divided them. Published for the first time, Josie
Underwood's Civil War Diary interweaves firsthand descriptions of the political unrest of the day with
detailed accounts of an active social life filled with travel, parties, and suitors. Bringing to life a Unionist,
slave-owning young woman who opposed both Lincoln's policies and Kentucky's secession, the diary
dramatically chronicles the physical and emotional traumas visited on Josie's family, community, and state
during wartime.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Josie Underwood's Civil War Diary book since
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Viola Waters:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Josie Underwood's Civil War Diary as the
daily resource information.

Christina Ochs:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be Josie Underwood's Civil War Diary.

Patricia Stokes:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Josie Underwood's Civil War Diary. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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