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Although the story of the triumphant rise of Christianity has often been told, it was a triumph achieved
through blood and tribulation. The literal meaning of the term martyr meant "witness" but among early
Christians it quickly acquired a harsher meaning-one who died for the faith-and that witness through death
was responsible for many conversions, including those of Justin Martyr, who himself offered just such
witness, and perhaps even Tertullian. Persecution was seen by early Christians, as by later historians, as one
of the crucial influences on the development of the early church and Christian belief. Why did the Roman
Empire persecute Christians? Why did thousands of Christians not merely accept, but welcome martyrdom?
In his classic work, Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church, the late W. H. C. Frend explores the
mindset of Christians who suffered persecution as well as the motivations of those who persecuted them. He
shows the critical importance of Jewish ideas to early Christians, heavily influenced as they were by the
story of Daniel and the revolt of the Maccabean. He argues that the Christian concept of martyrdom held in
such high regard among early Christians can only be understood as springing from Jewish roots. Frend
explores a number of major persecutions to show both common themes and variations, and examines also the
relationship between the heavenly kingdom of Christ and the rule of the earthly emperor. In doing so, he
shows how persecution formed an essential part in a providential philosophy of history that has profoundly
influenced European political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church: A Study
of Conflict from the Maccabees to Donatus will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Elmer Pereira:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Martyrdom and Persecution in the
Early Church: A Study of Conflict from the Maccabees to Donatus book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it as you know.

Betty Edmond:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Martyrdom and
Persecution in the Early Church: A Study of Conflict from the Maccabees to Donatus is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mary Barnett:

The guide untitled Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church: A Study of Conflict from the Maccabees
to Donatus is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Martyrdom and Persecution in
the Early Church: A Study of Conflict from the Maccabees to Donatus from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.
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