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On August 5, 1949, a crew of fifteen of the United States Forest Service's elite airborne firefighters, the
Smokejumpers, stepped into the sky above a remote forest fire in the Montana wilderness. Two hours after
their jump, all but three of these men were dead or mortally burned. Haunted by these deaths for forty years,
Norman Maclean puts back together the scattered pieces of the Mann Gulch tragedy.

Young Men and Fire won the National Book Critics Circle Award in 1992.

"A magnificent drama of writing, a tragedy that pays tribute to the dead and offers rescue to the living....
Maclean's search for the truth, which becomes an exploration of his own mortality, is more compelling even
than his journey into the heart of the fire. His description of the conflagration terrifies, but it is his battle with
words, his effort to turn the story of the 13 men into tragedy that makes this book a classic."—from New
York Times Book Review Editor's Choice, Best Books of 1992

"A treasure: part detective story, part western, part tragedy, part elegy and wholly eloquent ghost story in
which the dead and the living join ranks cheerfully, if sometimes eerily, in a search for truth and the rest it
brings."—Joseph Coates, Chicago Tribune

"An astonishing book. In compelling language, both homely and elegant, Young Men and Fire miraculously
combines a fascinating primer on fires and firefighting, a powerful, breathtakingly real reconstruction of a
tragedy, and a meditation on writing, grief and human character.... Maclean's last book will stir your heart
and haunt your memory."—Timothy Foote, USA Today

"Beautiful.... A dark American idyll of which the language can be proud."—Robert M. Adams, The New
York Review of Books

"Young Men and Fire is redolent of Melville. Just as the reader of Moby Dick comes to comprehend the
monstrous entirety of the great white whale, so the reader of Young Men and Fire goes into the heart of the
great red fire and comes out thoroughly informed. Don't hesitate to take the plunge."—Dennis Drabelle,
Washington Post Book World



"Young Men and Fire is a somber and poetic retelling of a tragic event. It is the pinnacle of smokejumping
literature and a classic work of 20th-century nonfiction."—John Holkeboer, The Wall Street Journal

"Maclean is always with the brave young dead. . . . They could not have found a storyteller with a better
claim to represent their honor. . . . A great book."—James R. Kincaid, New York Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

David Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this Young Men and Fire book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Marguerite Boutte:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Young Men and
Fire that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you may pick Young Men and Fire become your personal starter.

Molly Wilson:

Beside this particular Young Men and Fire in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Young Men and
Fire because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Gary Spengler:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Young Men and Fire when you essential it?
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