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No oneis more talented in portraying, in an extraordinary novel, the drama of the exodus from East Prussia
than Walter Kempowski. In All for Nothing [Alles umsonst] he tells the story of afamily in the final winter
of thewar. A farm estate in East Prussia, in the hinterland of the Frisches Haff. Here lives the family Globig,
second-generation Wilhelmian bureaucratic aristocracy. The old Globig acquired the land and began farming
it. His son Eberhard sold most of the land and invested the money in English steel stocks and certificates of a
Romanian rice-mill factory. The small family - Eberhard, his pretty wife Katharina and his son Peter - were
for atime able to lead alife of luxury. Now, in the sixth winter of the war, much has changed. The Eastern
Front is being pushed westward, and the Red Army is on the heels of a steadily increasing flood of refugees.
Y et the inhabitants of the Georgenhof estate till feel insulated from that reality. Katharina, lady of the estate,
is adreamer from whom life has thus far demanded little. Her husband Eberhard, whose total investments
have become worthless in the war, is a supply officer stationed in Italy. Trapped in her loneliness and the
boredom of her life, Katharina seeks refuge in books, music and idle indulgences. The aunt, a spinster
relative, in charge of the household, packs away some silver spoons just in case. Something isin the air; even
the self-absorbed family members can no longer deny it. Rail serviceis continually suspended, enemy planes
are spotted flying overhead, and the electricity is often cut off. Armoured columns pass by. And then odd
strangers ask to be taken in: an economist, a young and pretty violin player, a Baltic baron with wife and
parrot. The members of this peculiar society appear as if they have arrived from some other time period,
existing in their own absurd illusions of reality. The pastor asks Katharina to hide afugitive from the local
authorities for anight and aday at her house. Katharina, never having been entrusted with anything by
anyone, agrees. The stranger takes over Katharinas refuge. He tells her his story of escape and then
disappears. For Katharina, this crazed interlude awakens yearning memories of the one day she truly loved
and lived. For just amoment, the stranger is like adream of unlived possibilities. But then the surreal idyll is
once and for all over. For her actions, Katharinais betrayed and arrested. A short time later she receives the
news that her husband has committed suicide in Italy: awife who aids an enemy of the state istoo much of a
disgrace to him. The departure from Georgenhof is a scene of frozen bleakness, of anicy, black sky and
crunching snow. The aunt takes command, driving the horse herself. The great trek west will engulf
everything, and only Peter manages to survive and look forward to the future. In no place in All for Nothing
has Walter Kempowski allowed himself to be carried away by the heavy emotions connected with the theme
of the disintegration of East Prussia and the flight of its civilian population. He possesses a compl etely non-
ideological perspective free of hate and revenge maintaining a wonderfully light balance between good and
evil, friend and foe. But this remarkable book, rich in perspective, is a chronicle of loss aswell - the loss of
homeland, tradition, culture and a sense of civilisation. Press "Kempowski is not aiming for sympathy. ... He
makes no accusations; it is the things themselves that indict.” Die Zeit "In the German literary landscape,
Walter Kempowski is something extraordinary and unique." Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung ""Asis aways
the case with thisintellectual master of storytelling, a remorseless precision shuns any slanted symmetries
and atonements, and above all every sort of sentimentality."" Bild ""Walter Kempowski's novel All for
Nothing shows as well the futility of a particular culture having become empty idealistic phrases. His neutral
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Rhoads:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Alles umsonst (German Edition) as your
daily resource information.

Richard Haley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Alles
umsonst (German Edition) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word writtenin a
e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Alles
umsonst (German Edition) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Paula Shepard:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Alles umsonst (German Edition) can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.

Scott Bush:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Alles umsonst (German Edition).
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