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From the Greek Revival grandeur of Belle Helene, to the Moorish fantasy of Longwood, to the simplicity of
Rosella, the plantation homes of Louisiana and the Natchez area powerfully recall the brief flowering of the
unique civilization of the Old South. In their noble façades, sculptured interiors, and scattered outbuildings
can be seen the feudal splandor of the great cotton and sugar planters, and the doomed glory of the
Confederate war effort.

In these 120 resonant full-color photographs, David King Gleason fully captures the aura of Louisiana's
plantation homes -- some beautiful in the morning light, some shaded by trees and hanging moss, some
crumbling in decay and neglect. Taking each house on its own terms, Gleason's photographs present the
buildings and their environs sharply and without deception. Accompanying the photographs are captions that
give a brief architectural evaluation of each house and provide notes on its construction, history, and present
condition.

Gleason has organized his book as a journey along the waterways that were the lifeline of Louisiana's
plantations, their link to New Orleans and to the markets and factories of the North. Beginning in the vicinity
of New Orleans and the lower Mississippi, Gleason presents such houses as Evergreen, with its columns and
twin circular staircases; the exuberant San Francisco; and Oak Alley, set at the end of a spectacular avenue of
28 oak trees. Continuing along the bayous that lead into the western part of the state, he shows us the palatial
Madewoood, constructed from seasoned timbers and 60,000 slave-made bricks; the meticulously restored
Shadows-on-the-Teche; the ramshackle Darby House; and Bubenzer, which served as a Union army
headquarters during the Civil War.From Cane River country and north Louisiana, the photographs portray
Magnolia, burned by Union troops and then rebuilt to its original specifications; Melrose, built in the early
1830s by a freed slave; and Oakland, the location for the Civil War movie The Horse Soldiers. Moving
overland towards Natchez; the elaborate, octagonal Longwood; Rosemont, the boyhood home of Jefferson
Davis; Oakley, where John James Audubon was once engaged as a tutor; and Rosedown, with its elaborate
gardens.Continuing south of Baton Rouge along the River Road, Gleason closes his tour with homes
including Mount Hope, built in the eighteenth century; Nottoway, the largest plantation home in the South,
completed on the eve of the Civil War; Indian Camp, a leprosarium for most of its existence; and the pillared
galleries of Belle Helene.

The plantation homes of Louisiana were highly personal expressions of pride and faith in the future. Yet the
building of these spectacular monuments was a brief phenomenon. In the wake of the Civil War, the South's
economy was devoted to survival, not luxury. A tribute to the plantation home, David King Gleason's
photographs reveal the beauty, grandeur, and poignance of these monuments.
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From reader reviews:

William Watts:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the Natchez Area: The David Gleason collection? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

John Edwards:

The knowledge that you get from Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the Natchez Area: The David Gleason
collection may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Plantation Homes of Louisiana and
the Natchez Area: The David Gleason collection giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the Natchez Area: The David Gleason
collection instantly.

Barry Whitfield:

This Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the Natchez Area: The David Gleason collection are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the
Natchez Area: The David Gleason collection can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the Natchez Area:
The David Gleason collection forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Rick Beard:

This Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the Natchez Area: The David Gleason collection is completely new
way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Plantation Homes of Louisiana and the Natchez Area: The David Gleason collection can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build



itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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