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A lively survey encompassing the Orient, the Americas, and the classical world

From the Olympic Games of Greece to the gladiatorial contests of Rome, sport in the ancient world was
fiercely competitive and included a wider range of physical contests than we moderns might suspect. The
early Chinese played forms of polo and golf, while half a world away, Hohokam and Maya Indians enjoyed
team ball games.

Nigel Crowther, a leading authority on classical Greek sport, here casts his net over the entire ancient world
to reveal the variety, and often the intensity, of sport in earlier times, from 3000 b.c.e. to the Middle Ages.
Taking in twenty premodern societies on five continents—with particular emphasis on ancient Greece and
Rome and the Byzantine Empire—he traces connections to modern sporting attitudes, practices, and
institutions as he describes how athletics figured in cultural arenas that extended beyond physical prowess to
ritual, social status, military associations, and politics.

Crowther takes us back to the birth of sumo wrestling in Japan and describes the sports of the Sumerians and
Hittites. He documents bull leaping and boxing as recorded on pottery in Crete, as well as running and
archery as practiced by the pharaohs in Egypt. He shows the significance of the early Olympic Games,
describes the Romans’ use of gladiatorial contests for political ends, and analyzes the influence of Byzantine
chariot racing on society. He also notes the changing role of women in ancient sports—from their
prominence in Egyptian contests, to the mythological Atalanta, to female Roman gladiators.

As informative as it is entertaining, Sport in Ancient Times opens new vistas for general readers, students,
and sport historians. It offers a broad look at ancient sport and will enrich readers’ appreciation of games
they enjoy today.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

This Sport in Ancient Times are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Sport in Ancient Times can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Sport in Ancient Times forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Charlene Martinez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Sport in Ancient Times, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Andres Edelman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Sport in Ancient Times can be fine book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Penny Risley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Sport in Ancient Times can give you a
lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Sport in Ancient Times.
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