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The culmination of decades of nationalist aspiration and cynical Realpalitik, the Second War of Italian
Unification saw Italy transformed from a patchwork of minor states dominated by the Habsburg Austrians
into a unified kingdom under the Piedmontese House of Savoy. Overshadowed by subsequent conflicts, the
war saw the first widespread use of railroads in war and the first battlefield deployment of rifled field
artillery, aswell asthe last major battle in world history where al the forces involved were under the
personal command of their monarchs. The savage nature of the fighting led to the foundation of the Red
Cross and the establishment of the Geneva Conventions, while the colorful uniforms and aggressive doctrine
espoused by the French Army in particular were to influence those on both sides of the American Civil War.
Beyond the battlefields, the outcome of the war represented a culminating triumph for the Piedmontese
prime minister, Camillo di Cavour, whose success in winning and retaining French and British support for
his plans for Italian unification has provided a model for the leaders of junior partners alied to world powers
ever since.

Between April and July 1859 the first stage of the war pitted Napoleon I11's French armies and their
Piedmontese allies against the Habsburg Austrian forces that had invaded Piedmont. A series of bloody
clashes culminating in Solferino-San Martino, the largest battle on European soil since Leipzig in 1813,
resulted in decisive defeat for the Austrians and the end of the war in the north. Ten months later the second
stage of the war began as the legendary Italian nationalist Giuseppe Garibaldi landed in Sicily with 1,000
volunteers, intent on overthrowing the Bourbon Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. After gecting the Bourbon
forces from Sicily Garibaldi crossed to the mainland and marched on Naples, the capital. The rapid collapse
of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies took everyone by surprise; Cavour feared Garibaldi would capitalize on
this victory and march on Rome, but Cavour and Garibaldi agreed to unify their halves of Italy and their
respective armies. The remnants of the Bourbon armies finally surrendered in February 1861 and Piedmont's
king, Victor Emmanuel, was crowned king of Italy a month later.

Unlike many existing accounts, which approach the events of 1859-61 from a predominantly French
perspective, this study draws upon a huge breadth of sources to examine the conflict asacritical event in
Italian history. A concise explanation of the origins of the war is followed by awide-ranging survey of the
forces deployed and the nature and course of the fighting - on land and at sea - and the consequences for
those involved are investigated. Thisis a groundbreaking study of a conflict that was of critical significance
not only for Italian history but also for the devel opment of 19th-century warfare.
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From reader reviews:
David Ochoa:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61
(Essentia Histories). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about
how isimportant a book The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61 (Essential Histories). Y ou can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Ismael Black:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
freetime/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61
(Essentia Histories) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Russell Stringer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Second War of Italian
Unification 1859-61 (Essential Histories) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61
(Essentia Histories) to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Joseph Felder:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61 (Essential Histories). You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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