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One man was tongue-tied and awkward around women, in many ways a mama's boy at heart, although his
reputation for thuggery was well earned. The other was a playboy, full of easy charm and ready jokes, his
appetite for high living a matter of public record. One man tolerated gangsters and bootleggers as long as
they paid their dues to his organization. The other was effectively a gangster himself, so crooked that he
hosted a national gathering of America's most ruthless killers. One man never drank alcohol. The other, from
all evidence, seldom drank anything else.

American Dictators is the dual biography of two of America’s greatest political bosses: Frank Hague and
Enoch “Nucky” Johnson. Packed with compelling information and written in an informal, sometimes
humorous style, the book shows Hague and Johnson at the peak of their power and the strength of their
political machines during the years of Prohibition and the Great Depression. Steven Hart compares how both
men used their influence to benefit and punish the local citizenry, amass huge personal fortunes, and
sometimes collaborate to trounce their enemies.

Similar in their ruthlessness, both men were very different in appearance and temperament. Hague, the
mayor of Jersey City, intimidated presidents and wielded unchallenged power for three decades. He never
drank and was happily married to his wife for decades. He also allowed gangsters to run bootlegging and
illegal gambling operations as long as they paid protection money. Johnson, the political boss of Atlantic
City, and the inspiration for the hit HBO series Boardwalk Empire, presided over corruption as well, but for
a shorter period of time. He was notorious for his decadent lifestyle. Essentially a gangster himself, Johnson
hosted the infamous Atlantic City conference that fostered the growth of organized crime.

Both Hague and Johnson shrewdly integrated otherwise disenfranchised groups into their machines and gave
them a stake in political power. Yet each failed to adapt to changing demographics and circumstances. In
American Dictators, Hart paints a balanced portrait of their accomplishments and their failures.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political Machine
(Rivergate Regionals Collection), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

David Giles:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the
Perfection of the Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) this publication consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Judith Robinson:

You will get this American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban
Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Elbert Gibson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you



knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political Machine
(Rivergate Regionals Collection).
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