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Ever since Fidel Castro assumed power in Cubain 1959, Americans have obsessed about the nation ninety
miles south of the Florida Keys. Americas fixation on the tropical socialist republic has only grown over the
years, fueled in part by successive waves of Cuban immigration and Castro's larger-than-life persona.
Cubans are now amajor ethnic group in Florida, and the exile community is so powerful that every
American president has curried favor with it. But what do most Americans really know about Cuba itself?

In this second edition of the widely hailed Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know®, Julia Sweig updates her
concise and remarkably accessible portrait of the small island nation--and now includes material from her
2010 interview with Fidel Castro. The new edition coversthe key events of the last few years: Raul Castro's
assumption of power from his brother Fidel, economic and political reforms since Raul came to power, and
the changes in US-Cuba relations following the election of Barack Obama. Expansive in coverage and
authoritative in scope, the book looks back over Cuba's history since the Spanish American War before
shifting to recent times. Focusing equally on Cubas role in world affairs and its own social and political
transformations, Sweig divides the book chronologically into the pre-Fidel era, the period between the 1959
revolution and the fall of the Soviet Union, the post-Cold War era, and -- finally -- the post-Fidel era.

Informative, pithy, and lucidly written, it is the best compact reference on Cubas interna poalitics, its often
fraught relationship with the United States, and its shifting relationship with the global community.

What Everyone Needs to Know® is aregistered trademark of Oxford University Press.
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From reader reviews:
Crystal Scott:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Cuba:
What Everyone Needs to Know®, Second Edition, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Jessica Peacock:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you can
read some sort of book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know®, Second Edition it is very good to
read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

LindaKing:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know®, Second Edition provide you with new experience in
reading through a book.

Donald Diaz;

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know®, Second Edition. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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