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Historically, one of the recurring arguments in psychiatry has been that heredity is the root cause of mental
illness. In Inheriting Madness, Ian Dowbiggin traces the rise in popularity of hereditarianism in France
during the second half of the nineteenth century to illuminate the nature and evolution of psychiatry during
this period.

In Dowbiggin's mind, this fondness for hereditarianism stemmed from the need to reconcile two
counteracting factors. On the one hand, psychiatrists were attempting to expand their power and privileges
by excluding other groups from the treatment of the mentally ill. On the other hand, medicine's failure to
effectively diagnose, cure, and understand the causes of madness made it extremely difficult for psychiatrists
to justify such an expansion. These two factors, Dowbiggin argues, shaped the way psychiatrists thought
about insanity, encouraging them to adopt hereditarian ideas, such as the degeneracy theory, to explain why
psychiatry had failed to meet expectations. Hereditarian theories, in turn, provided evidence of the need for
psychiatrists to assume more authority, resources, and cultural influence.

Inheriting Madness is a forceful reminder that psychiatric notions are deeply rooted in the social, political,
and cultural history of the profession itself. At a time when genetic interpretations of mental disease are
again in vogue, Dowbiggin demonstrates that these views are far from unprecedented, and that in fact they
share remarkable similarities with earlier theories. A familiarity with the history of the psychiatric profession
compels the author to ask whether or not public faith in it is warranted.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Olden:

This book untitled Inheriting Madness: Professionalization and Psychiatric Knowledge in Nineteenth-
Century France (Medicine and Society) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this e-book from your list.

Evelyn Garcia:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled Inheriting Madness: Professionalization and Psychiatric
Knowledge in Nineteenth-Century France (Medicine and Society) can be good book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Debera Jessie:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Inheriting Madness:
Professionalization and Psychiatric Knowledge in Nineteenth-Century France (Medicine and Society), you
could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Doris Stone:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide Inheriting Madness: Professionalization and Psychiatric Knowledge
in Nineteenth-Century France (Medicine and Society) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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