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A first-hand account of the remarkable transformation of China over the past forty years as seen
through the life of an award-winning journalist and his four Chinese classmates

As a twenty-year-old exchange student from Stanford University, John Pomfret spent a year at Nanjing
University in China. His fellow classmates were among those who survived the twin tragedies of Mao's
rule?the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution?and whose success in government and private
industry today are shaping China's future. Pomfret went on to a career in journalism, spending the bulk of his
time in China. After attending the twentieth reunion of his class, he decided to reacquaint himself with some
of his classmates. Chinese Lessons is their story and his own.

Beginning with Pomfret's first days in China, Chinese Lessons takes us back to the often torturous paths that
brought together the Nanjing University History Class of 1982. One classmate's father was killed during the
Cultural Revolution for the crime of being an intellectual; another classmate labored in the fields for years
rather than agree to a Party-arranged marriage; a third was forced to publicly denounce and humiliate her
father. As we watch Pomfret and his classmates begin to make their lives as adults, we see as never before
the human cost and triumph of China's transition from near-feudal communism to first-world capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the
Story of the New China.

Gerald Warfield:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ryan Donahue:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
guide untitled Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China can be fine book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Jennifer Nava:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the
New China giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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