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How do individuals, societies, and nations deal with their difficult pasts? " Getting History Right" examines
this question in a comparative context by looking at an authoritarian East Germany and a pluralistic,
democratic West Germany. Eschewing a narrow focus on elites, this work draws extensively on societal
level discussions of the past in popular culture, such asfilm, television, radio, and newspapers. It examines
how societal level discussions of the past shaped individual perceptions and interpretations of the past; and
how individual perceptions and struggles over the meaning of the past shaped societal level discussions.
These struggles over meaning and "getting history right" are not only shaped by political power, but are al'so
asource of symbolic power.

To understand political life, scholars must embrace not only material political power, but also the symbolic
and cultural roots of power. The research presented here makes extensive use of public opinion data, cinema
attendance, and television viewer data, as well as other sources, to look at the multiple meanings that East
and West Germans assigned to the Holocaust and World War 11 across time. Rather than culture merely
being an extension of political power, thiswork argues that culture and the boundaries of the cultural matrix
shape the use of political power by different social actors. Getting history right is not only areflection of
political power; it isasource of power itself.
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From reader reviews:
Viola Hassll:

This book untitled "Getting History Right": East and West German Collective Memories of the Holocaust
and War to be one of several books that best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this e-book you
can get alot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
guide from your list.

Dora Campfield:

The actual book "Getting History Right": East and West German Collective Memories of the Holocaust and
War will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author styleto clarify theideaisvery
unigue. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book " Getting
History Right": East and West German Collective Memories of the Holocaust and War is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can a so get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Floretta Simmons:

The book untitled " Getting History Right": East and West German Collective Memories of the Hol ocaust
and War contain alot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Harry Fulford:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the
booksin the top list in your reading list will be "Getting History Right": East and West German Collective
Memories of the Holocaust and War. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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