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In mid 1961, nineteen-year-old Roger Burke – naïve, idealistic and hopelessly romantic – obtains a job in the
Territory of Papua-New Guinea as a Cadet Patrol Officer. After a two-week induction course in Sydney, at
the Australian School of Pacific Administration (ASOPA), he and twenty more cadets land at Port Moresby.
Following a two-week orientation period that includes a number of embarrassing mishaps, Roger travels first
to Rabaul, in New Britain, then to Pomio and finally Kandrian on its south coast. At Kandrian, he engages in
road construction, and spends three months alone in the rain forest: learning the lingua franca (Pidgin
English); practicing how to conduct himself as an administration official and ex officio police officer; and
desperately trying to build roads and bridges, about which he knows nothing.

After three months, he falls afoul of the Assistant District Officer there, and is ‘banished’ back to Pomio.
There, he forms a life-long friendship with Peter Hill, a thirty-something expatriate teacher; more than just a
friend, Peter becomes a brother and mentor. In between administrative tasks, daily life at a remote patrol post
generally encompasses four things: gambling, boozing, talking/joking about sex and playing with guns (of
which there are many). Hence, it’s a relief to go on patrol – to avoid gambling losses, if nothing else. So,
Roger patrols up and down the coast and inland, for census-taking and tax collection. On one such patrol, he
assists the OIC Pomio in the investigation of a mysterious ‘locked room’ death of an expatriate at the
notorious Lodi sawmill. It looks like murder, but is it actually a bizarre suicide? Occasionally, officers might
get a short break in Rabaul – the District Office – where the comedy of Roger’s sexual awakening and
subsequent failed efforts with women in Rabaul are intimately recounted.

Administration life at Pomio resolves to counting and timing earthquakes; documenting weather reports;
occasional drunken brawling; practical jokes; endless gambling; and partying at various plantations along the
coast – all of which opens Roger’s eyes to the ways of the expatriate world and its effects on human
relationships. At one such party, for example, the drunken plantation manager has to be restrained from
killing his wife. In another incident, two drunken expatriate officers nearly kill each other during a poker
game. Roger continues patrolling the deepest interior of New Britain, encountering open rebellion to political
indoctrination in two different patrols, and is almost killed while arresting a villager who'd earlier speared
another. In January, 1964, he departs from Pomio to attend a year's study at ASOPA in Sydney and, by this
time, as a more knowledgeable – if not wiser – young man.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Heidelberg:

With other case, little people like to read book Another Fool's Paradise: Rites of Passage as a Cadet Patrol
Officer in New Guinea, 1961-64. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a new book Another Fool's Paradise: Rites of Passage as a Cadet Patrol Officer
in New Guinea, 1961-64. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Laura McCallum:

This Another Fool's Paradise: Rites of Passage as a Cadet Patrol Officer in New Guinea, 1961-64 is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage
word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Another Fool's Paradise: Rites of Passage as a Cadet Patrol Officer
in New Guinea, 1961-64 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Michael Medellin:

This Another Fool's Paradise: Rites of Passage as a Cadet Patrol Officer in New Guinea, 1961-64 is brand-
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this Another Fool's Paradise: Rites of Passage as a Cadet Patrol Officer in New
Guinea, 1961-64 can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
and also knowledge.

Hugo Carter:

You can find this Another Fool's Paradise: Rites of Passage as a Cadet Patrol Officer in New Guinea, 1961-
64 by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get



difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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