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Beyond Representation surveys Chinese painting and calligraphy from the eighth to the fourteenth century, a
period during which Chinese society and artistic expression underwent profound changes. A fourteenth-
century Y uan dynasty (1279-1368) literati landscape painting presents aworld that is totally different from
that portrayed in the monumental landscape images of the early Sung dynasty (960-1279). To chronicle and
explain the evolution from formal representation to self-expression is the purpose of this book. Wen C. Fong,
one of the world's most eminent scholars of Chinese art. takes the reader through this evolution, drawing on
the outstanding collection of Chinese painting and calligraphy in The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New

Y ork. Focusing on 118 works, each illustrated in full color, the book significantly augments the standard
canon of images used to describe the period, enhancing our sense of the richness and complexity of artistic
expression during this six-hundred-year era.

Placing equal emphasis on stylistic analysis, social context, and cultural values. Professor Fong considers
several issuesin Chinese art history: style and its social functions, the changing fortunes of the artist,
antiquity and synthesis as guiding principles, and the Chinese view of creativity and change. In this
exploration he highlights three areas of artistic accomplishment: narrative painting, the depiction of
landscape, and the calligraphy and calligraphic painting of the scholar officials. Moving from art to history
he outlines the schism within the Confucian state during the later Sung and the Y uan dynasties between the
ruling imperial ideology and the humanist philosophy of the scholar officials, with the consequent rise of
literati painting as the true voice of the Chinese artistic sensibility. The branching off into official and private
narrative ismirrored in religious painting: while professional craftsmen continued the practice of courtly
techniques in the painting of icons, Taoist and Ch'an Buddhist painters adopted scholarly aesthetic principles
to create new, highly individualistic images and styles. Unlike narrative representation, which had along
history of development prior to the Sung, landscape painting began to emerge as a preeminent art form in the
tenth century, reaching its zenith during the Northern Sung (960—-1177), a golden age of art and cultural
development. From the second half of the eleventh century, painters turned increasingly from more objective
naturalistic landscape to landscape imbued with human emotion, breaking away from officially sanctioned
pictorial conventions to create more symbolic representations of single flowers, rocks, and trees.

By the time of the Y uan dynasty, following the Mongol conquest of 1279, objective representation in art had
been replaced by imagery that drew on the artist's inner response to the world. At this time, the painter began
to inscribe poems and incorporate calligraphy in his works, the meaning of the painted subject made complex
by personal and symbolic associations enhanced by its expression in language. With the multiple relations
between word, image, and calligraphy forming the basis of anew art, Chinese painting entered its richest and
most diverse stage of development.

(Thistitle was originally published in 1992/93.)
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From reader reviews:
James Hor owitz:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are till students or that for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Beyond
Representation: Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, Eighth-Fourteenth Century (Princeton Monographsin Art
and Archaeology). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Tiffany Zamor a:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all thistime you only find guide that need more time
to be examine. Beyond Representation: Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, Eighth-Fourteenth Century
(Princeton Monographs in Art and Archaeology) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual
who have those short time problems.

Helen Richards:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you have to do
isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list is Beyond Representation: Chinese Painting and Calligraphy,
Eighth-Fourteenth Century (Princeton Monographsin Art and Archaeology). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Donna Robinson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Beyond Representation: Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, Eighth-Fourteenth Century (Princeton
Monographsin Art and Archaeology) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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