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An illuminating and authoritative survey of body art by a world expert on the subject

This informed and accessible book explores the wide-ranging history of body art, from its expression of
tribal affinities and cultural identity to its role in theatricality, criminality, and beautifying the body, as well
as its influence on contemporary artists.

Seven thematic chapters explore the extraordinary diversity of body arts practiced worldwide, both past and
present. These range from the role of body art in traditional societies around the world, from Nigeria to
Amazonia, Samoa, and New Guinea and from the past through the twentieth century. The theatricality of
body is considered in a range of stages including the masquerades in West Africa, the Japanese Noh theater,
the drag balls of Harlem, and the Sydney Mardi Gras parade. Later chapters explore themes of beauty and
the association of tattoos with the socially marginal, before moving to the revival in the twentieth- and
twenty-first centuries of body art as a means of expressing individual and cultural identity as demonstrated in
the “modern primitive” movement, performance art, and celebrity tattoo culture.

A wealth of illustrations reflects the many manifestations of body art, including tattooing, piercing,
scarification, masquerade, hairstyles, performance art, and more.

186 illustrations, 143 in color
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Body Art (World of Art) has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
guide Body Art (World of Art) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship while using book Body Art (World of Art). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Body Art
(World of Art), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Ella Norman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Body Art (World of Art), you
could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Willa Killeen:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Body Art (World of Art) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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