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In this remarkable inquiry into the bases of social theory, Gordon L. Clark argues that the heterogeneous
nature of our society, with its pluralism of values, causes the rules of social conduct to be constantly made
and remade. Examining the role of the courts in structuring and achieving social discourse, he contends that
legal doctrine is no different from other social theories: judicial interpretations are constructed out of specific
circumstances and conflicting values, not deduced from neutral and logical principles. There is, he asserts, no
final arbiter somehow unaffected by our controversies and schisms.

As concrete examples, Clark analyzes four court disputes in depth, showing that the concept of local
autonomy has very different meanings and implications in each of them. These cases—Boston's defense of
resident-preference hiring policies, conflict over urban land-use zoning in Toronto, a Chicago's suburb's fight
against a sewage treatment plant, and the evolution of the City of Denver's power since 1900—demonstrate
that legal reasoning is not impervious to other kinds of reasoning, and the solutions provided by the courts
are not unique. To ground his explorations, Clark investigates both liberalism and structuralism, showing that
both are inadequate bases for determining social policy. He mounts provocative critiques of the works of de
Tocqueville, Nozick, Tiebout, and Posner on the one hand and Castells and Poulantzas on the other. 

This ambitious and important work will command the interest of geographers, political scientists,
economists, sociologists, and legal scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

In other case, little people like to read book Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local Autonomy. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local Autonomy. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Victoria Williams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Judges and the Cities: Interpreting
Local Autonomy is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Myrtle Brown:

The book untitled Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local Autonomy contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Edward Sullivan:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you is Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local Autonomy this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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