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Supporters of the 21st-century Tea Party movement claim the Boston Tea Party of 1773 as their inspiration,
while scholars dismiss the connection. Neither camp pays much attention to the intervening years, and both
overlook one of the great populist movements in American history. As David Gold demonstratesin The
Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest, 19th-century Americans who were fed up with reckless government
spending, high taxes, and crony capitalism launched a campaign for smaller, more accountable, more
transparent government. The movement culminated in state constitutional conventionsin all the states of the
Old Northwest, and other parts of the country aswell, that rewrote the nation’ s fundamental law. Citizens
and scholars will continue to debate the merits of the Tea Party platform, but with the publication of this
book they can no longer ignore the longstanding and continuing significance of Tea Party thought in
American history.

“David Gold's The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest tells the story of the mid-19th-century state
constitutional debates, which included fundamental issues that are still discussed today. Gold clearly
chronicles this often neglected period in our history and the reforms it generated.”

— Andrew T. Fede

Author of Roadblocks to Freedom and People Without Rights

“David Gold's The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest is an incisive, scholarly examination of state
constitutional conventions which were held in the five states of the original Northwest Territory—Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin—between 1847 and 1851. Closing the gap between the Boston
TeaParty of 1773 and the modern-day Tea Party movement, he outlines a pattern of public mistrust of
government, whether the government be the British Parliament in the late 18th century, American state
legislatures in the mid-19th century, or the federal government in the early 21st century. Gold recountsin
great detail the efforts of Tea Partiers of the mid-19th century to curb the power of government with such
measures as putting severe limitations on internal improvements, imposing debt ceilings, limiting banking
laws and special acts of incorporation, mandating popular election of public officials, and limiting the
legidlature to biennial rather than annual sessions, to name afew. Thisbook isamust for those interested in
the forerunners of the modern Tea Party who fought to streamline state governments in an earlier era of
American history.”

— Herbert James Lewis

Author of Clearing the Thickets and The Lost Capitals of Alabama
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From reader reviews:
Donn Chavez;

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some peopl e experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State
Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851.

Richard Swisher:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theitem for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has severa personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Great Tea Party in
the Old Northwest: State Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851. All type of book can you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dianna Chrisman:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State
Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851 to read.

Dawn Nelson:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to doisjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the
list of booksin the top record in your reading list is actually The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State
Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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