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Excerpt from John Brown, 1800-1859: A Biography Fifty Years After

"There never was more need for a good life of any man than there was for one of John Brown," wrote
Charles Eliot Norton in March, 1860, in expressing in the Atlantic Monthly his dissatisfaction with the first
biography of the leader of the attack upon Harper's Ferry. Twenty-six years later, in the same publication,
Mr. John T. Morse, Jr., wrote that "so grand a subject cannot fail to inspire a writer able to do justice to the
theme; and when such an one draws Brown, he will produce one of the most attractive books in the language.
But meantime the ill-starred 'martyr' suffers a prolongation of martyrdom, standing like another St. Sebastian
to be riddled with the odious arrows of fulsome panegyrists." Since 1886 there have appeared five other lives
of Brown, the most important being that of Richard J. Hinton, who in his preface gloried in holding a brief
for Brown and his men.

The present volume is inspired by no such purpose, but is due to a belief that fifty years after the Harper's
Ferry tragedy, the time is ripe for a study of John Brown, free from bias, from the errors in taste and fact of
the mere panegyrist, and from the blind prejudice of those who can see in John Brown nothing but a
criminal. The pages that follow were written to detract from or champion no man or set of men, but to put
forth the essential truths of history as far as ascertainable, and to judge Brown, his followers and associates
in the light thereof. How successful this attempt has been is for the reader to judge. That this volume in
nowise approaches the attractiveness which Mr. Morse looked for, the author fully understands. On the other
hand, no stone has been left unturned to make accurate the smallest detail; the original documents,
contemporary letters and living witnesses have been examined in every quarter of the United States.
Materials never before utilized have been drawn upon, and others discovered whose existence has heretofore
been unknown.

About the Publisher

Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com

This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline John Brown, 1800-
1859: A Biography Fifty Years After (Classic Reprint) suitable to you? The particular book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled John Brown, 1800-1859: A Biography Fifty Years After
(Classic Reprint)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Marie Boyd:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book John Brown, 1800-1859: A Biography Fifty Years After (Classic Reprint)
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Geraldine Bagley:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. John Brown, 1800-1859: A Biography Fifty Years After (Classic Reprint) can be your answer as it can
be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Catherine Nelson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this John Brown, 1800-1859: A Biography Fifty Years After (Classic Reprint) can make



you experience more interested to read.
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