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This book re-examines the literary significance of poet and translator William Cowper (1731-1800). Cowper
is too often read as an 'escapist' poet, whose retirement constitutes and attitude of political retreat and
disengagement. This book recovers the highly politicised context of 'retirement' as a mode of political
opposition in the eighteenth century and shows the extent to which one poet drew from, and contributed to,
this radical traditions. Far from retreating from civic engagement into private meditation, Cowper
characteristically chose to escape from the self-enclosed misery of private meditation into his own carefully
plotted version of social responsibility. The fascination of Cowper lies in his inability to centre his life and
work around any one paradigm, his refusal to synthesize his experience and his characteristic mode of
oscillation between alternatives, a mode which has its roots in popular eighteenth century understandings of
'digression' as a positive literary attitude. An ideal of a balanced rural life is constantly considered, re-
evaluated and yet postponed as Cowper's poetry evidences a strong fear of the more intransigent and
unappeasable aspects of nature. Claustrophobic and agoraphobic, the space for sane, useful existence proves
elusive in the extreme. The emblem of the castaway, forever representative in a world where faith has
become detached from forms and dogma and become a matter of 'emotional correctness' a condition of
feeling rather than either creed or ritual. The contradictions inherent in this 'mainstream' ideological tendency
claim Cowper as one of their most prominent victims.
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From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

Often the book William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Literature and Culture) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book.
That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Shane Ward:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is usually William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in
Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture).

Clara Reece:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Literature and Culture) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Thomas Crittenden:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature and
Culture) when you needed it?
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