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The Islamic scientific tradition has been described many times in accounts of Islamic civilization and general
histories of science, with most authors tracing its beginnings to the appropriation of ideas from other ancient
civilizations -- the Greeks in particular. In this thought-provoking and original book, George Saliba argues
that, contrary to the generally accepted view, the foundations of Islamic scientific thought were laid well
before Greek sources were formally translated into Arabic in the ninth century. Drawing on an account by
the tenth-century intellectual historian Ibn al-Naidm that is ignored by most modern scholars, Saliba suggests
that early translations from mainly Persian and Greek sources outlining elementary scientific ideas for the
use of government departments were the impetus for the development of the Islamic scientific tradition. He
argues further that there was an organic relationship between the Islamic scientific thought that developed in
the later centuries and the science that came into being in Europe during the Renaissance.

Saliba outlines the conventional accounts of Islamic science, then discusses their shortcomings and proposes
an alternate narrative. Using astronomy as a template for tracing the progress of science in Islamic
civilization, Saliba demonstrates the originality of Islamic scientific thought. He details the innovations
(including new mathematical tools) made by the Islamic astronomers from the thirteenth to sixteenth
centuries, and offers evidence that Copernicus could have known of and drawn on their work. Rather than
viewing the rise and fall of Islamic science from the often-narrated perspectives of politics and religion,
Saliba focuses on the scientific production itself and the complex social, economic, and intellectual
conditions that made it possible.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Islamic Science and the Making of the
European Renaissance (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) as the daily
resource information.

David Goodspeed:

Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance (Transformations: Studies in the History of
Science and Technology) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Islamic Science and the Making of the European
Renaissance (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) yet doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

James Rouse:

This Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance (Transformations: Studies in the History
of Science and Technology) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance (Transformations:
Studies in the History of Science and Technology) can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Gale Coachman:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the



world. By the book Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance (Transformations: Studies
in the History of Science and Technology) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people?
Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Islamic Science and the Making of the European
Renaissance (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology). You can more inviting
than now.
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