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The Norton Book of American Autobiography
"Theessential American form of expression." ?from the Introduction by Jay Parini

From Mary Rowlandson's story of her capture by Indians in the mid-seventeenth century to Mary Paik Le€'s
story of being a pioneer Korean woman in America at the beginning of the twentieth century, the
autobiographical form has provided our most vivid, intimate glimpses of daily American life and self-
understanding.

In this groundbreaking anthology, respected writer and critic Jay Parini brings together an abundant selection
from over three centuries of "the democratic voice. . . discovering itself." Here are the voices of the
Founding Fathers and African American slaves; of transcendentalists and suffragists; of ancestors such as
Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, Mark Twain, Henry James, Helen Keller, Zora Neale Hurston, Gertrude
Stein, Ernest Hemingway, James Baldwin, and many others; and of a wide range of contemporaries,
including Maxine Hong Kingston, Gore Vidal, Julia Alvarez, and Mark Doty.

The rich, continuous influence of autobiographical writing in our culture is clear, and as memoirs continue to

fascinate readers, this invaluable anthology provides an essential guide to our foremost American literary
tradition.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Franks:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which oneis appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Norton Book of American
Autobiography as your daily resource information.

Robert Schneck:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Norton Book of
American Autobiography.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Norton Book of American Autobiography your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get prior to. The The Norton Book of American Autobiography giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Titus Johnson:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Norton Book of American
Autobiography guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Norton Book of American
Autobiography as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one book that can
break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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