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Ancient China collides with newfangled America in this epic tale of opium smugglers, sea pirates, and
dueling clipper ships.

Brilliantly illuminating one of the least-understood areas of American history, best-selling author Eric Jay
Dolin now traces our fraught relationship with China back to its roots: the unforgiving nineteenth-century
seas that separated a brash, rising naval power from a battered ancient empire. It is a prescient fable for our
time, one that surprisingly continues to shed light on our modern relationship with China. Indeed, the furious
trade in furs, opium, and beche-de-mer?a rare sea cucumber delicacy?might have catalyzed America’s
emerging economy, but it also sparked an ecological and human rights catastrophe of such epic proportions
that the reverberations can still be felt today. Peopled with fascinating characters?from the “Financier of the
Revolution” Robert Morris to the Chinese emperor Qianlong, who considered foreigners inferior beings?this
page-turning saga of pirates and politicians, coolies and concubines becomes a must-read for any fan of
Nathaniel Philbrick’s Mayflower or Mark Kurlansky’s Cod. 16 pages of color, 83 black-and-white
illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

This book untitled When America First Met China: An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age
of Sail to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this guide from your list.

Steven Cruce:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others.
When you read this When America First Met China: An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age
of Sail, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

William Glover:

The reason why? Because this When America First Met China: An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money
in the Age of Sail is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Barbara Saddler:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled When America First Met China: An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The When America First Met China:
An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail giving you an additional experience more



than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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