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On February 25, 1946, African Americans in Columbia, Tennessee, averted the lynching of James
Stephenson, a nineteen-year-old, black Navy veteran accused of attacking a white radio repairman at a local
department store. That night, after Stephenson was safely out of town, four of Columbia's police officers
were shot and wounded when they tried to enter the town's black business district. The next morning, the
Tennessee Highway Patrol invaded the district, wrecking establishments and beating men as they arrested
them. By day's end, more than one hundred African Americans had been jailed. Two days later, highway
patrolmen killed two of the arrestees while they were awaiting release from jail.

Drawing on oral interviews and a rich array of written sources, Gail Williams O'Brien tells the dramatic story
of the Columbia "race riot," the national attention it drew, and its surprising legal aftermath. In the process,
she illuminates the effects of World War II on race relations and the criminal justice system in the United
States. O'Brien argues that the Columbia events are emblematic of a nationwide shift during the 1940s from
mob violence against African Americans to increased confrontations between blacks and the police and
courts. As such, they reveal the history behind such contemporary conflicts as the Rodney King and O. J.
Simpson cases.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Color of the Law: Race, Violence, and Justice in the
Post-World War II South (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture).

Anna Rangel:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Color of the Law: Race, Violence, and
Justice in the Post-World War II South (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

David Barnett:

The publication with title The Color of the Law: Race, Violence, and Justice in the Post-World War II South
(The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) has a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Michael Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Color of the Law: Race,
Violence, and Justice in the Post-World War II South (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American
History and Culture) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The Color of the Law: Race, Violence,
and Justice in the Post-World War II South (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can
break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!?



Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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