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On June 6, 1761, the world paused to observe a momentous occasion: the first transit of Venus between the
Earth and the Sun in more than a century. Through that observation, astronomers could calculate the size of
the solar system—but only if they could compile data from many different points of the globe, all recorded
during the short period of the transit. Overcoming incredible odds and political strife, astronomers from
Britain, France, Russia, Germany, Sweden, and the American colonies set up observatories in the remotest
corners of the world, only to be thwarted by unpredictable weather and warring armies. Fortunately, transits
of Venus occur in pairs; eight years later, they would have another opportunity to succeed.
 
Chasing Venus brings to life the personalities of the astronomers who embarked upon this complex and
essential venture and paints a vivid portrait of the collaborations, the rivalries, and the volatile international
politics that hindered them at every turn. Thanks to these scientists, neither our conception of the universe
nor the nature of scientific research would ever be the same.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Stclair:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens has
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The guide Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Chasing Venus:
The Race to Measure the Heavens. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Joe Bell:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens it is very
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Kristi Goins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Chasing Venus: The Race to
Measure the Heavens reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Chasing Venus: The Race to
Measure the Heavens as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can
break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Andrew Spivey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the Heavens provide you with new experience in



reading through a book.
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