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Since its initial publication in 1973, Hayden White’s Metahistory has remained an essential book for
understanding the nature of historical writing. In this classic work, White argues that a deep structural
content lies beyond the surface level of historical texts. This latent poetic and linguistic content?which White
dubs the "metahistorical element"?essentially serves as a paradigm for what an "appropriate" historical
explanation should be.

To support his thesis, White analyzes the complex writing styles of historians like Michelet, Ranke,
Tocqueville, and Burckhardt, and philosophers of history such as Marx, Hegel, Nietzsche, and Croce. The
first work in the history of historiography to concentrate on historical writing as writing, Metahistory sets out
to deprive history of its status as a bedrock of factual truth, to redeem narrative as the substance of
historicality, and to identify the extent to which any distinction between history and ideology on the basis of
the presumed scientificity of the former is spurious.

This fortieth-anniversary edition includes a new preface in which White explains his motivation for writing
Metahistory and discusses how reactions to the book informed his later writing. In a new foreword, Michael
S. Roth, a former student of White’s and the current president of Wesleyan University, reflects on the
significance of the book across a broad range of fields, including history, literary theory, and philosophy.
This book will be of interest to anyone?in any discipline?who takes the past as a serious object of study.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century
Europe ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in
Nineteenth-Century Europe is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe. You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jennifer Larson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century
Europe giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for
your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Amanda Despain:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-
Century Europe can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe.

Bonnie Daves:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in
Nineteenth-Century Europe or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students



especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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