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Not so long ago, a cousin asked me to ponder on how to write a book about our great grandfather, Martin
Humphrey. He was not our earliest known ancestor, but he was most fascinating. “My tall and old daddy was
very smart and had a head for figures (math)”, remarked Thomas Settles Humphrey, my paternal
grandfather. Thomas Settles often said, “my daddy used figures when he was a blacksmith, and when he
saved money to buy our land!” Between 1867 and 1873 Martin Humphrey purchased over 300 acres of
prime farmland.1,2 Although he was born into slavery, Martin Humphrey was an intelligent and industrious
man3 —who would have made his ancestors proud of his skills and character that helped their descendants
survive in the United States. It was so long ago, that cold winter night in 1949, when my father told stories
about how Martin Humphrey knew how to count and solve basic math problems. Asa child growing up on
our family farm, | heard my father and other Humphrey elders talk about my great grandfather, Martin
Humphrey — and how he loved solving math problems and repairing metal farming tools. | never connected
the math and metal working skills of my brothers to Martin Humphrey — and | was not interested in my
Humphrey roots. Four decades later in 1986, | had the opportunity and privilege of attending the family
reunion of Alex Haley, author of the epic novel Roots. That memorable day inspired me to discover my own
family roots — and this was the beginning of several years of research and participation in geneal ogical
workshops. Eventually, my research led me to visit the plantation where Martin Humphrey was born and
enslaved. In 1994, a brother and | visited the Humphrey/Williams/Smith Historical Plantation where Martin
Humphrey worked as a skilled slave blacksmith. Tour guides informed us that some of the slaves were born
in Africa, while others were children of African-born slave captives. | was overwhelmed with emotion after |
picked up some of the tools that were used by the blacksmiths —which my ancestors surely must have
touched!
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Parker:

This The legacy of Martin Humphrey usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason why of this The legacy of Martin Humphrey can be one of the great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The legacy of Martin
Humphrey forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tria run
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The legacy of Martin Humphrey guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The legacy of Martin Humphrey as good book but not
only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

James M ace:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The legacy of Martin Humphrey provide you with a new experience in reading through
abook.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The legacy of Martin Humphrey whichis
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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