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The Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway (M&StL), affectionately known as the Tootin' Louie, was founded in
1870 to serve a Minneapolis business community threatened by powerful railway interests emerging from
both Chicago and Milwaukee. Although its goal of providing a direct rail artery to St. Louis proved elusive,
the M&StL became a 1,600-mile road that supplied essential freight and passenger carriage to the Midwest
over its ninety-year existence. In The Tootin' Louie, railroad historian Don L. Hofsommer offers a
comprehensive biography of the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway and its Minnesota, Iowa, South Dakota,
and Illinois service areas from the dawn of the steamcar civilization into the post-World War II era.
Incorporating an extraordinary collection of primary research documents, including station records and
dispatchers' reports, Hofsommer brings the M&StL to life by vividly portraying the lives and times of the
people involved in the railroad. His conversational style allows the reader to virtually see the workers, hear
their stories, and sense their disappointments. The Tootin' Louie showcases the human dimension of
railroading, emphasizing that the M&StL was long-lived primarily due to the loyalty of the communities and
companies it served. Also a chronicle of business in the upper Midwest, this book reveals how the M&StL
carried flour, lumber, even movie reels and beer between states and was often transportation for family
reunions and other recreational excursions. Deeply connected to the Upper Midwest, the railroad company
prospered and suffered with the communities it served. Essential reading for railway buffs and transportation
historians nationwide, The Tootin' Louie is the ultimate guide to the M&StL and its place in an era of
economic, social, and industrial change.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Tootin' Louie: A History of the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway.

Allen Scheiber:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Tootin' Louie: A History of the
Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Chris Gibbons:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book The Tootin' Louie: A History of the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway we can consider
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at
this time book The Tootin' Louie: A History of the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway. You can more
appealing than now.

Rose Taylor:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Tootin' Louie: A History of the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway when you necessary



it?
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