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Theodor Herzl had been a successful Viennese journalist and a less successful playwright with no political
ambitions. That changed in 1896, when he published The Jewish State. In response to the wide resonance
that the book received, Herzl convened the first Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland, in 1897, which
founded the Zionist Organization in order to establish a national home for the Jewish people in Palestine,
recognized and guaranteed by public international law. As he transformed himself in just a few years from
fin-de-siècle writer and editor into the leader of an international political movement, Herzl learned politics
and diplomacy on the run. And while he was not the first to call for the establishment of a Jewish nation-
state, his activity was crucial in creating the institutional and organizational structure which helped to bring
the idea of a Jewish state to the attention of world leaders and international public opinion. In his efforts to
gain broad support for his vision, Herzl met with the Ottoman Sultan; the German Emperor Wilhelm II; Pope
Pius X; British, Russian, and German ministers; as well as an enormous number of other government and
public opinion leaders of most European countries. By the time of his early death in 1904 at the age of forty-
four, Herzl had transformed Jewish public discourse and made the idea of a Return to Zion into a reality,
albeit still a weak one, in world politics.
In this concise, illuminating biography, the renowned Israeli political scientist and public intellectual Shlomo
Avineri portraits Herzl’s intellectual and spiritual odyssey from a private and marginal individual into a
Jewish political leader and shows how it was the political crisis of the Austro-Hungarian Habsburg Empire,
torn apart by contending national movements, which convinced Herzl of the need for a Jewish polity.
Drawing extensively on Herzl’s diaries as well as his published works, Avineri tells the story of how Herzl
became, with the Zionist movement that he founded, a player in international politics, and how he harnessed
the power of the word to his goals as no other statesman before him had done. Combining a visionary idea
with practical action, Theodor Herzl fashioned the policies and institutions that paved the way for the Jewish
state.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Tucker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Herzl's Vision:
Theodor Herzl and the Foundation of the Jewish State that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Herzl's Vision: Theodor Herzl and the
Foundation of the Jewish State become your own starter.

Fred Ashman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Herzl's Vision: Theodor Herzl and the Foundation of the Jewish State
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Essie Ryan:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Herzl's Vision: Theodor Herzl and the Foundation of the
Jewish State was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Herzl's Vision:
Theodor Herzl and the Foundation of the Jewish State has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Hilton Rogers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Herzl's Vision: Theodor
Herzl and the Foundation of the Jewish State.
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