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Far from being the bucolic paradise that is often imagined, the rural areas of this country are afflicted with
chronic economic hardship, severe forms of alienation, and the lack of afoundation for community
development or for the enhancement of economic, social, and educational opportunities for rural people. In
this study, Kenneth P. Wilkinson examines the critical state of rural life in America, its causes and possible
cure. Following a critical review of research and theories on the subject, he proposes a new theoretical
perspective that focuses on community interaction as a necessary basis for social well-being.

Wilkinson first looks at what rural sociologists have had to say about the meaning and consequences of
community as aform of social organization. He next analyzes the profound problems of community
organization that affect rural locations, especially the deficits that block the formation of the infrastructure,
networks, and facilities that are necessary to community development. Focusing on community interaction,
he takes issue with the popularly held theory that grassroots action holds the key to rural problems. In a
concluding discussion of policy issues and research challenges, he argues instead that outside intervention
will be needed to remove rural barriers to community development before progress can occur on any
significant scale. This study advances our understanding of both theoretical and practical issuesin rural
community development and suggests an agenda for both research and policy initiatives. The Community in
Rural America will be relevant to the subjects of rural sociology, resource economics, community
development, and rural planning.
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From reader reviews:
Jerry Linton:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading abook can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled The Community in Rural America can be very good book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Kevin Swafford:

The Community in Rural America can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The author
giving his’her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Community in Rural
America nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucia imagining.

Michad Torres:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Community in Rural America book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still question The Community in Rural America as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Emily Ferrell:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading abook. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It al right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Community in Rural
Americawhich is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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