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"This is an exceptional book that comprehensively covers the interface between psychology and
criminology regarding an empirical understanding of crime. It is written in an engaging and accessible
manner, nicely linking key themes in order to situate the contribution of psychology to theories of
criminal behaviour, strategies for informed practice, and contemporary challenges. It should prove to be
an incredible resource for students, but also be of interest to researchers and clinicians. I cannot
recommend this text more heartily."

Dr Ralph Serin, Carleton University, Canada

"James McGuire is one of the leading international experts on what works in reducing reoffending,
and he has written an extremely valuable and accessible textbook on psychology and crime. The book
is a clearly written, well-researched and up-to-date survey of important contributions of psychology to
key criminological issues. It is especially noteworthy for its illuminating reviews of cognitive-social
learning theories, risk factors and longitudinal studies, risk assessment, cognitive-behavioural
programmes and meta-analyses of treatment effectiveness."

Professor David Farrington, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge

What contributions can psychology make to our understanding of crime?●

How can psychological models and research help to prevent crime and reduce repeat offending?●



This highly readable book discusses the complex relationships between psychology, criminology and
criminal justice. Challenging the assumptions of those who object to the use of psychology within
criminology, this book shows how a methodical approach to the study of criminal behaviour can generate
both systematic findings and practical solutions to problems.

McGuire argues for a broader understanding of crime, based on factors such as the individual’s cognitive and
emotional development, in addition to the influences of socialization, peer groups, and the social and
economic environment. He highlights the value of understanding ‘pathways’ to offending behaviour, and the
critical points at which choices are made. Topics include:

Theoretical and empirical research foundations of ‘criminogenic risk factors’●

Theory turned into practice – the development of offending behaviour programmes●

A psychological perspective on some core concepts in criminology: retribution, deterrence and●

incapacitation

Major practical applications of psychology in policing, prosecution and sentencing●

This authoritative and stimulating text is essential reading for students in criminology and psychology and
for criminal justice practitioners and policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Ortiz:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular
Understanding Psychology and Crime: Perspectives on Theory and Action (Crime & Justice) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Benedict Wilkerson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Understanding
Psychology and Crime: Perspectives on Theory and Action (Crime & Justice).

William Rice:

You can find this Understanding Psychology and Crime: Perspectives on Theory and Action (Crime &
Justice) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Terrie Anderson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Understanding Psychology and Crime: Perspectives on
Theory and Action (Crime & Justice) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Understanding Psychology and Crime: Perspectives on Theory and Action (Crime &



Justice) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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