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Policymakers, medical practitioners, and the public alike face an increasingly bewildering flood of new and
often contradictory scientific studies on almost every topic. Whether the issue is the the best treatment for
breast cancer, the need for prenatal food programs to improve the health of poor infants and mothers, or the
ability of women to succeed in scientific professions, the healthy growth of modern science has at times done
more to stir up controversy than to establish reliable knowledge. But now scientists in several fields have
developed a sophisticated new methodology called meta-analysis to address this problem. By numerically
combining diverse research findings on a single question, meta-analysis can be used to identify their central
tendency and reach conclusions far more reliable than those of any single investigation.

How Science Takes Stock vividly tells the story of meta-analysis through the eyes of its architects and
champions, and chronicles its history, techniques, achievements, and controversies. Noted science author
Morton Hunt visits key practitioners and recounts their use of meta-analysis to resolve important scientific
puzzles and longstanding debates. Does psychotherapy work, and if so what form works best? Does spending
federal money on education really improve student performance? Can a single enzyme significantly decrease
the risk of heart attack? Do boot camps reduce juvenile delinquency? With each account, Hunt illustrates the
major components of the meta-analytic method, reveals strategies for resolving practical and theoretical
problems, and discusses the impact of meta-analysis on the science and policy communities. In many cases,
he demonstrates how meta-analysts have gone a step further to determine the causes of earlier discrepancies.
In this way they not only identify successful approaches to the question at hand, but also clarify the
conditions under which they will work best. Hunt also portrays the important but frequently controversial
business of doing meta-analysis for legislators and government agencies, particularly in sensitive areas of
social policy.

How Science Takes Stock demonstrates how the statistical techniques of meta-analysis produce more
accurate data than the standard literature review or the old-fashioned process of tallying up the results of
each scientific study as if they were votes in an election to decide the truth. Hunt also addresses issues of
quality control in each phase of the meta-analytic process, and answers skeptics who claim that the
dissimilarities between studies are often too significant for meta-analysis to be any more than an apples and
oranges approach. This volume conveys the power of meta-analysis to help social policymakers and health
professionals resolve their most pressing problems. How Science Takes Stock concludes with a discussion of
the future of meta-analysis that examines its potential for further refinements, its growth in the scientific
literature, and exciting new possibilities for its future use. An appendix by meta-analysis expert Harris
Cooper offers some finer points on the mechanics of conducting a meta-analytic investigation.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you that How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-
Analysis book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Angeline Stallings:

The book with title How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis has lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Lois Hernandez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like How Science Takes Stock: The
Story of Meta-Analysis which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

William Hughes:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis can make you sense more
interested to read.
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