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Bornin 1941 of a Hawaiian mother and awhite father, Gene H. Bell-Villada, grew up an overseas American
citizen. An outsider wherever he landed, he never had aready answer to the innocuous question "Where are
you from?"

By the time Bell-Villada was a teenager, he had lived in Puerto Rico, Venezuela, and Cuba. Though English
was hisfirst language, his claim on U.S. citizenship was a hollow one. All he knew of his purported
"homeland" was gleaned from imported comic books and movies. He spoke Spanish fluently, but he never
fully fit into the culture of the Latin American countries where he grew up.

In childhood, he attended an American Catholic school for Puerto Ricans in San Juan, longing all the while
to convert from Episcopalianism so that he could better fit in. Later at a Cuban military school during the
height of the Batista dictatorship, he witnessed fervent political debates among the cadets about Fidel
Castro's nascent revolution and U.S. foreign policy. Histimes at the American School in Caracas, Venezuela,
are tinged with reminiscences of oil booms and fights between U.S. and Venezuelan teen gangs.

When Bell-Villadafinally comesto the United States to stay, he finds himself just as rootless as before,
moving from New Mexico to Arizonato Californiato Massachusetts in quick succession. His accounts of
life on the campuses of Berkeley and Harvard during the tumultuous 1960s reveal much about the country's
climate during the Cold War era.

Eventually the "Gringo" comes home, finding the stability in his marriage and career that allows him to work
through and proudly claim hisidentity as a"global nomad."

Gene H. Bell-Villada, Cambridge, Massachusetts, is chair of the Department of Romance Languages at
Williams College and the author of such books as Borges and His Fiction: A Guide to His Mind and Art, The
Pianist Who Liked Ayn Rand, and the National Book Critics Circle Award finalist Art for Art's Sake and
Literary Life: How Politics and Markets Hel ped Shape the |deology and Culture of Aestheticism, 1790-1990.
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From reader reviews:
Nathanad Ma:

Y ou can get this Overseas American: Growing Up Gringo in the Tropics (Willie Morris Books in Memoir
and Biography) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.

L anell Sessions:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Overseas American: Growing Up Gringo in the Tropics
(Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) or even others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge.
In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Overseas American: Growing Up Gringo in the
Tropics (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Julie Chambers;

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
rea their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this Overseas American: Growing Up Gringo in the Tropics (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and
Biography) can make you feel more interested to read.

Elaine Woodring:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring usto around the world. By the
book Overseas American: Growing Up Gringo in the Tropics (Willie Morris Booksin Memoir and
Biography) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer



to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life by this book Overseas American: Growing Up Gringo in the Tropics (Willie Morris Books in Memoair
and Biography). Y ou can more inviting than now.
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