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Captain James A. Baker, Houston lawyer, banker, and businessman, received an alarming telegram on
September 23, 1900: his elderly millionaire client William Marsh Rice had died unexpectedly in New York
City. Baker rushed to New York, where he unraveled a plot to murder Rice and plunder his estate. Working
tirelessly with local authorities, Baker saved Rice’s fortune from more than one hundred claimants; he
championed the wishes of his deceased client and founded Rice Institute for the Advancement of Literature,
Science and Art—today’s internationally acclaimed Rice University.

For fifty years Captain Baker nurtured Rice’s dream. He partnered with leading lawyers to create Houston’s
first nationally recognized law firm: Baker, Botts, Lovett & Parker, now the worldwide legal practice of
Baker Botts L.L.P. He chartered several Houston businesses and utility companies, developed two major
regional banks, promoted real estate projects, and led an active civic life. To expand the Institute’s
endowment, Baker invested William Marsh Rice’s fortune with local entrepreneurs, who were building
homes, office towers, commercial enterprises, and institutions that transformed Houston from a small town
in the nineteenth century to an international powerhouse in the twenty-first century.

Author Kate Sayen Kirkland explored the archival records of Baker and his family and firm and carefully
mined the archives of Baker’s contemporaries. Published as part of Rice University’s centennial celebration,
Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857–1941 weaves together the history of Houston and the story of an
influential man who labored all his life to make Houston a world-class city.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Captain James A.
Baker of Houston, 1857-1941. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Paul Frazier:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Captain James A. Baker of Houston,
1857-1941 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Karen Rodriguez:

The book Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 has a lot associated with on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after reading this article book.

Amanda Bernard:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top list
in your reading list is actually Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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