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Since its initial publication in 1970, Design Methods has been considered the seminal work on design
methodology. Written by one of the founders of the design methods movement, it has been highly praised in
international journals and has been translated into Japanese, Romanian, Polish, Russian, and Spanish. As
Jones states in the preface: "Alongside the old idea of design as the drawing of objects that are then to be
built or manufactured there are many new ideas of what it is, all very different:
* designing as the process of devising not individual products but whole systems or environments such as
airports, transportation, hypermarkets, educational curricula, broadcasting schedules, welfare schemes,
banking systems, computer networks;
* design as participation, the involvement of the public in the decision-making process;
* design as creativity, which is supposed to be potentially present in everyone;
* design as an educational discipline that unites arts and science and perhaps can go further than either;
* and now the idea of designing Without a Product, as a process or way of living in itself."
Design Methods first evaluates traditional methods such as design-by-drawing and shows how they do not
adequately address the complexity of demands upon today's designer. The book then provides 35 new
methods that have been developed to assist designers and planners to become more sensitive to user needs.
These methods move beyond a focus on the product to the thought that precedes it. Throughout, the book's
emphasis on integrating creative and rational skills directs readers away from narrow specialization to a
broader view of design. The new methods are described and classified in a way that makes it easier for
designers and planners to find a method that suits a particular design situation. They include logical
procedures such as systematic search and systems engineering, data gathering procedures such as literature
searching and the writing of questionnaires, innovative procedures such as brainstorming and synectic and
system transformation, and evaluative procedures such as specification writing and the selection of criteria.
Offering a wider view--accompanied by appropriate skills--than can be obtained from the teaching of any
specialized design profession, Design Methods is important reading for designers and teachers in numerous
fields. It will be welcomed by engineers, architects, planners, and landscape architects, as well as by interior,
graphic, product, and industrial designers. This extraordinary book will provide key insights to software
designers and numerous others outside traditional design professions who are nevertheless creatively
involved in design processes. It is also relevant to the teaching of cultural studies, technology, and any kind
of creative project.
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From reader reviews:

Sharyl Nettles:

The reason? Because this Design Methods is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Molly Wilson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Design Methods why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Steven Evans:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Design Methods is simple to deliver you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Allison Larson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Design Methods or even others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Design Methods to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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