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Though Clarence Thomas has been a Supreme Court Justice for nearly 25 years and has written close to five
hundred opinions, legal scholars and pundits have given him short shrift, often, in fact, dismissing him as a
narrow partisan, a silent presence on the bench, an enemy of his race, a tool of Antonin Scalia. And yet, as
this book makes clear, few justices of the Supreme Court have developed as clear and consistent a
constitutional jurisprudence as Thomas. Also little known but apparent in Ralph A. Rossum's detailed
assessment of the justice's jurisprudence is how profound Thomas's impact has been in certain areas of
constitutional law—not only on the bench but also even among some of his erstwhile disparaging critics.

During his years on the Court, Thomas has pursued an original general meaning approach to constitutional
interpretation; he has been unswayed by claims of precedent—by the gradual build-up of interpretations that,
to his mind, come to distort the original meaning of the constitutional provision in question, leading to
muddled decisions and contradictory conclusions. In a close reading of Thomas's hundreds of well-crafted,
extensively researched, and passionately argued majority, concurring, and dissenting opinions, Rossum
explores how the justice applies this original meaning approach to questions of constitutional structure as
they relate to federalism; substantive rights found in the First Amendment's religion and free speech and
press clauses, the Second Amendment's right to keep and bear arms, the Fifth Amendment's restrictions on
the taking of private property, and the Fourteenth Amendment regarding abortion rights; and various
criminal procedural provisions found in the Ex Post Facto Clauses and the Bill of Rights.

Thomas grounds his original general meaning approach in the Declaration of Independence and its "self
evident" truth that "all men are created equal"; that truth, he insists, "preced[es] and underl[ies] the
Constitution." Understanding Clarence Thomas traces the many consequences that, for Thomas, flow from
the centrality of that "self evident" truth, and how these shape his opinions in cases concerning
desegregation, racial preference, and voting rights.

The most thorough explication ever given of the jurisprudence of this prolific but little-understood justice,
this work offers a unique opportunity to grasp not just the meaning of Clarence Thomas's opinions but their
significance for the Supreme Court and constitutional interpretation in our day.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Michel:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence
of Constitutional Restoration was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of
Constitutional Restoration is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
all the book Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration. You never
truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lori Parker:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Understanding
Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration suitable to you? The particular book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence
of Constitutional Restorationis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots
of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Richard Valadez:

The book Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Understanding Clarence
Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Scott Burnett:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of
Constitutional Restoration it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too



expensive but this book possesses high quality.
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