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This newest book by Pulitzer Prize winner Justin Kaplan is a sparkling combination of biography,
social history, architectural appreciation, and pure pleasure

Endowed with the largest private fortunes of their day, two heirs of arch-capitalist John Jacob Astor battled
with each other for social primacy. William Waldorf Astor (born 1848) and his cousin John Jacob Astor IV
(born 1864) led incomparably privileged lives in the blaze of public attention. Novelist, sportsman, and
inventor, John Jacob went down with the Titanic, after turbulent marital adventures and service in the
Spanish-American War. Collector of art, antiquities, and stately homes, William Waldorf became a British
subject and acquired the title of Viscount Astor.

In New York during the 1890s and after, the two feuding Astors built monumental grand hotels, chief among
them the original Waldorf-Astoria on lower Fifth Avenue. The Astor hotels transformed social behavior.
Home of the chafing dish and the velvet rope, the Waldorf-Astoria drew the rich, famous, and fashionable. It
was the setting for the most notorious society event of the era—a costume extravaganza put on by its hosts
during a time of widespread need and unemployment. The celebrity-packed lobbies, public rooms, lavish
suites, and exclusive restaurants of the grand hotels became distinctive theaters of modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book When the Astors Owned
New York: Blue Bloods and Grand Hotels in a Gilded Age. All type of book would you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Ruth McMillian:

The guide with title When the Astors Owned New York: Blue Bloods and Grand Hotels in a Gilded Age has
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Robert Stitt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying When the Astors Owned New York:
Blue Bloods and Grand Hotels in a Gilded Age that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick When the Astors Owned New York:
Blue Bloods and Grand Hotels in a Gilded Age become your starter.

Michael Jones:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This When the Astors Owned New York:
Blue Bloods and Grand Hotels in a Gilded Age can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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