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In October 1826, a ship arrived at Marseille carrying the first giraffe ever seen in France. A royal offering
from Muhammad Ali, Ottoman Viceroy of Egypt, to King Charles X, she had already traveled 2,000 miles
down the Nile to Alexandria, from where she had sailed across the Mediterranean standing in the hold, her
long neck and head protruding through a hole cut in the deck. In the spring of 1827, after wintering in
Marseille, she was carefully walked 550 miles to Paris to the delight of thousands of onlookers.

The viceroy's tribute was politically motivated: He commanded the Turkish forces then fighting the Greeks
in their war of independence, and hoped his gift would persuade the French not to intervene against him. But
the viceroy and his intentions were quickly forgotten as France fell in love with its "beautiful stranger."
Zarafa chronicles the full story of this remarkable animal, revealing a kaleidoscope of history, science, and
culture that opens an exotic window on the early nineteenth century. From the Enlightenment's blossoming
fascination with science to Napoleon's ill-fated invasion of Egypt in 1798–from the eminent French naturalist
Étienne Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire to Bernardino Drovetti, French consul general in Egypt and tomb robber
extraordinaire–the era was full of memorable events and characters. Michael Allin deftly weaves them into
the story with an appreciation for detail and an uncommon affection.

The giraffe's strange and wonderful journey linked Africa and Europe in mutual discovery. Although her
arrival did not keep the French out of Ali's war, she became an instant celebrity in Paris and over the next
eighteen years she fascinated all of Europe. Through Michael Allin's narrative skill, Zarafa stirs the
imagination as it provides a new context for the history of a distant age.
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From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

This book untitled Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Peter Holmes:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Zarafa: A Giraffe's True
Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Ignacio Lewis:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep in Africa to the Heart of Paris can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Violet Iverson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Zarafa: A Giraffe's True Story, from Deep
in Africa to the Heart of Paris.
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