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Describes the history of the places and people of Brockton (North Bridgewater) from 1645 through 1911.
Foreword by Kenneth R. Feinberg as follows: Brockton is a state of mind. Its history, going all the way back
to the mid-17th Century, and continuing until the present time, tells us a great deal about the character of the
City and its diverse population. Brockton grew up with the Nation. As the United States became an industrial
giant in the 19th and 20th Centuries, so, too, did Brockton lead the way, primarily with a huge expanding
shoe industry. “ Shoes from Brockton” was the phrase heard around the world. (During the American Civil
War, half the shoes worn by Union soldiers were manufactured in Brockton.) And with this flourishing
industry, came a civic responsibility shared by employers and employees aike. Pride in Brockton was the
watch word. And the business community, in particular, gave back to Brockton, donating land for public use
and supporting numerous secular and religious charitable causes. Meanwhile, a Brockton
population—consisting of a healthy mix of Yankee and immigrant residents—became a melting pot in which
arising tide of economic success raised all ships and triggered a civic sense of optimism in all Brockton
citizens. It is this community-wide sense of optimism—a collective belief that life's goals could be achieved
through personal initiative, determination and allegiance to a communitarian ethic—that accounts for the
uniqueness that can be found in Brockton's history. Shared values, community support for each other, awork
ethic grounded in cooperation and an optimistic look at the future, all made Brockton a true 19th and 20th
Century success story. Even today—with Brockton shoe factories being converted into condominiums and
rental apartments, and with community-wide optimism diminished by concerns about Brockton's
future—there still remains a recognition that Brockton is “special,” that its history and heritage will yet
provide the blueprint for a new success story. In this excellent history of Brockton, author Kenneth E.
Bingham tells the story of Brockton’s beginnings, from its early days as North Bridgewater through its era as
an industrial powerhouse in early twentieth century America. Examining these pages gives the reader a clear
understanding of why Brockton is unigue and why, despite all challenges and setbacks, thereisarea
enthusiasm and civic pride that can never be extinguished. —Kenneth R. Feinberg Kenneth R. Feinberg isa
former Brockton resident who served as Administrator of the Federal September 11 Victim Compensation
Fund and One Fund Boston. All Proceeds From The Sale Of This Book Go To The: Old Colony Y
Association Brockton, MA
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From reader reviews:
Carlos Callahan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? I
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
right. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that Brockton: History 1645-1911 to
read.

DouglasHenry:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Brockton: History 1645-1911, you may
enjoy both. It isvery good combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang-out typeis
it? Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Richard Danids:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Brockton: History 1645-1911 can make you experience more
interested to read.

Michael Vogd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you aso know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update concerning something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra
Brockton: History 1645-1911.
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