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Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan is a historical analysis of the discourses of nostalgia in late nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century Japan. Through an analysis of the experience of rapid social change in Japan's
modernization, it argues that fads (ry?k?) and the desires they express are central to understanding Japanese
modernity, conceptions of gender, and discourses of nationalism. In doing so, the author uncovers the myth
of eternal return that lurks below the surface of Japanese history as an expression of the desire to find
meaning amid the chaos and alienation of modern times. The Meiji period (1868-1912) was one of rapid
change that hastened the process of forgetting: The state's aggressive program of modernization required the
repression of history and memory. However, repression merely produced new forms of desire seeking a
return to the past, with the result that competing or alternative conceptions of the nation haunted the history
of modern Japan. Rooted in the belief that the nation was a natural and organic entity that predated the
rational, modern state, such conceptions often were responses to modernity that envisioned the nation in
opposition to the modern state. What these visions of the nation shared was the ironic desire to overcome the
modern condition by seeking the timeless past. While the condition of their repression was often linked to
the modernizing policies of the Meiji state, the means for imagining the nation in opposition to the state
required the construction of new symbols that claimed the authority of history and appealed to a rearticulated
tradition. Through the idiom of gender and nation, new reified representations of continuity, timelessness,
and history were fashioned to compensate for the unmooring of inherited practices from the shared locales of
everyday life.

This book examines the intellectual, social, and cultural factors that contributed to the rapid spread of
Western tastes and styles, along with the backlash against Westernization that was expressed as a longing for
the past. By focusing on the expressions of these desires in popular culture and media texts, it reveals how
the conflation of mother, countryside, everyday life, and history structured representations to naturalize
ideologies of gender and nationalism.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan:
Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Gerard Pucci:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Gender and Nation
in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss,
and the Doing of Historyis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Sherry Ellis:

The actual book Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History has a lot info
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Heather Lanham:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History.
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