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Comparing Taiwan and South Korea strategically, Hwa-Jen Liu seeks an answer to a deceptively simple
question: Why do social movements appear at different times in a nation’s development?

Despite their apparent resemblance—a colonial heritage, authoritarian rule, rapid industrialization, and
structural similarities—Taiwan and South Korea were opposites in their experiences with two key social
movements. South Korea followed a conventional capitalist route: labor movements challenged the system
long before environmental movements did. In Taiwan, pro-environment struggles gained strength before
labor activism. Liu argues that part of the explanation lies in an analysis of how movements advance their
causes by utilizing different types of power. Whereas labor movements have the power of economic
leverage, environmental movements depend on the power of ideology. Therefore, examining material factors
versus ideational factors is crucial to understanding the successes (or failures) of social movements.

Leverage of the Weak is a significant contribution to the literature on social movements, to the study of East
Asian political economies, and to the progress of the comparative-historical method. It enhances knowledge
of movement emergence, investigates the possibilities and obstacles involved in forging labor–environment
alliances, and offers the first systematic, multilayered comparisons across movements and nations in East
Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Hopkins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Leverage of the Weak: Labor and Environmental Movements in Taiwan
and South Korea (Social Movements, Protest and Contention).

Janice Delarosa:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Leverage of the
Weak: Labor and Environmental Movements in Taiwan and South Korea (Social Movements, Protest and
Contention). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Ronald Griffin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Leverage of the
Weak: Labor and Environmental Movements in Taiwan and South Korea (Social Movements, Protest and
Contention), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a reserve.

Wanda Collins:

The book with title Leverage of the Weak: Labor and Environmental Movements in Taiwan and South Korea
(Social Movements, Protest and Contention) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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