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It is an appropriate time to rethink the relationship between trade regionalism and multilateralism in the
Asian context as we witness the proliferation of free trade agreements (FTAs) in Asia. In the 1980s and
1990s, many scholars and policymakers believed that Asian integration was market-based, rather than legal-
based, and that Asian integration would never be codified through agreements. Yet today, there are a large
number of FTAs signed and under negotiation in Asia.

This book investigates the appropriate relationship between regionalism and multilateralism, with a special
reference to recent FTAs in Asia. It is undeniable that past trade multilateralism-regionalism debates
centered on the trade-in-goods aspect. However, the majority of recent FTAs in Asia cover issues beyond
trade-in-goods and tariff liberalization, such as trade facilitation, services, and economic cooperation. While
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Article XXIV governs regional integration initiatives
in trade in goods, there is no (or at most a thin) World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement that stipulates
the relationship between regionalism and multilateralism in issue areas other than goods.

Thus, this study carefully considers the meaning of WTO-compatible FTAs by distinguishing "WTO
consistency" and "WTO friendliness", going beyond GATT Article XXIV debates and proposes a general
framework for examining the openness of regionalism in various issue areas by identifying tree-type
questions to distinguish several types of exclusiveness. It then specifically asks the following questions: Can
Asian FTAs that cover several issues be considered multilateralism friendly? How does the relationship
between regionalism and multilateralism differ between trade-in-goods and non-goods issue areas? What are
policies that might reduce the exclusiveness of regional initiatives? The study concludes by listing
counterintuitive policy suggestions to make FTAs truly WTO compatible. The book also includes a
comprehensive list of FTAs in Asia and several WTO Agreements relating to trade regionalism.

Readership: Researchers, professionals, undergraduate and graduate students interested in Free Trade
Agreements, World Trade Organization, Regionalism, Trade in Services and Trade Facilitation.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fogarty:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Asian Free Trade
Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation
(World Scientific Studies in International Economics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Marvis Byrnes:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO
Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in
International Economics) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO
Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in
International Economics) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade
Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International Economics). You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Anna Bailey:

Here thing why this specific Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade
Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International Economics) are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO
Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in
International Economics) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no guide that similar with Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods,
Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International
Economics). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade
Facilitation and Economic Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International Economics) in e-book can
be your substitute.



Anthony Martin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine. Asian
Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility: Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic
Cooperation (World Scientific Studies in International Economics) can be your answer given it can be read
by you actually who have those short time problems.
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