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This book considers the evolution of the grammatical structure of words in the more general contexts of
human evolution and the origins of language. The consensus in many fieldsis that language is well designed
for its purpose, and became so either through natural selection or by virtue of non-biological constraints on
how language must be structured. Andrew Carstairs-M cCarthy argues that in certain crucial respects
language is not optimally designed. This can be seen, he suggests, in the existence of not one but two kinds
of grammatical organization - syntax and morphology - and in the morphological and morpho-phonological
complexity which leads to numerous departures from the one-form-one-meaning principle. Having discussed
the issue of good and bad design in awider biological context, the author shows that conventional
explanations for the nature of morphology do not work. Its poor design features arose, he argues, from two
characteristics present when the ancestors of modern humans had a vocabulary but no grammar. One of these
was a synonymy-avoidance expectation, while the other was an articulatory and phonological apparatus that
encouraged the development of new synonyms. Morphology developed in response to these conflicting
pressures. In this stimulating and carefully argued account Professor McCarthy offers a powerful challenge
to conventional views of the relationship between syntax and morphology, to the adaptationist view of
language evolution, and to the notion that language in some way reflects 'laws of form'. This fundamental
contribution to understanding the nature and evolution of language will be of wide interest to linguists of al
theoretical persuasions as well as to scholarsin cognitive science and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:
Madeline Wayt:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Evolution of Morphology
(Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suited book with you?

M atthew Waddell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Evolution of
Morphology (Oxford Studiesin the Evolution of Language) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

AlmaMiranda;

The book untitled The Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studiesin the Evolution of Language) contain alot
of information on this. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy means. The languageis very simpleto
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book The Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of
Language) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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