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As ancient literature and a cornerstone of the Christian faith, the New Testament has exerted a powerful
religious and cultural impact. But how much do we really know about its origins? Who were the people who
actually wrote the sacred texts that became part of the Christian Bible? The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction authoritatively addresses these questions, offering a fresh perspective on the underpinnings of
this profoundly influential collection of writings.

In this concise, engaging book, noted New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson takes readers on a
journey back to the time of the early Roman Empire, when the New Testament was written in ordinary Greek
(koine) by thefirst Christians. The author explains how the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, and Revelation
evolved into the canon of sacred writings for the Christian religion, and how they reflect a reinterpretation of
the symbolic world and societal forces of first-century Greco-Roman and Jewish life. Equally important,
readers will find both a positive and critical reading of the New Testament--one that looks beyond its
theological orientation to reveal an often-surprising diversity of viewpoints. This one-of-a-kind introduction
engages four distinct dimensions of the earliest Christian writings--anthropological, historical, religious, and
literary--to provide readers with a broad conceptual and factual framework. In addition, the book takes an in-
depth look at compositions that have proven to be particularly relevant over the centuries, including Paul's
letters to the Corinthians and Romans and the Gospels of John, Mark, Matthew, and L uke.

Ideal for general readers and students alike, this fascinating resource characterizes the writing of the New
Testament not as an unknowable abstraction or the product of divine intervention, but as an act of human
creativity by people whose real experiences, convictions, and narratives shaped modern Christianity.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Hill:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book The
New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book isit possibleto see
on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Douglas Stevens:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new details. When
you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you can tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

John L opez:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn abook you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.

Willie Navarro:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important in addition to book asto be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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