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During the mid-1960s, a small group of young journalists made it their mission to write about popular music,
especially rock, as something worthy of serious intellectual scrutiny. Their efforts not only transformed the
perspective on the era's music but revolutionized how Americans have come to think, talk, and write about
popular music ever since.

In Writing the Record, Devon Powers explores this shift by focusing on The Village Voice, a key publication
in the rise of rock criticism. Revisiting the work of early pop critics such as Richard Goldstein and Robert
Christgau, Powers shows how they stood at the front lines of the mass culture debates, challenging old
assumptions and hierarchies and offering pioneering political and social critiques of the music. Part of a
college-educated generation of journalists, Voice critics explored connections between rock and
contemporary intellectual trends such as postmodernism, identity politics, and critical theory. In so doing,
they became important forerunners of the academic study of popular culture that would emerge during the
1970s.

Drawing on archival materials, interviews, and insights from media and cultural studies, Powers not only
narrates a story that has been long overlooked but also argues that pop music criticism has been an important
channel for the expression of public intellectualism. This is a history that is particularly relevant today, given
the challenges faced by criticism of all stripes in our current media environment. Powers makes the case for
the value of well-informed cultural criticism in an age when it is often suggested that "everyone is a critic."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Frye:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Writing the Record: The Village
Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (The Johns Hopkins Press Series in Ambulatory Pediatric Medicine) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Michael Vogel:

This Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (The Johns Hopkins Press Series
in Ambulatory Pediatric Medicine) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Writing the Record: The
Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (The Johns Hopkins Press Series in Ambulatory Pediatric
Medicine) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Lillie Rose:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Writing
the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (The Johns Hopkins Press Series in
Ambulatory Pediatric Medicine) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Donald Vermillion:

You may get this Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (The Johns Hopkins
Press Series in Ambulatory Pediatric Medicine) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right



now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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