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After twenty years in New York City, a prize-winning writer takes
a "long look back" at his hometown of Mobile, Alabama.

In Back Home: Journeys through Mobile, Roy Hoffman
tells stories--through essays, feature articles, and memoir--of one of
the South's oldest and most colorful port cities. Many of the pieces here
grew out of Hoffman's work as Writer-in-Residence for his hometown newspaper,
the Mobile Register, a position he took after working in New York
City for twenty years as a journalist, fiction writer, book critic, teacher,
and speech writer. Other pieces were first published in the New York
Times, Southern Living, Preservation, and other publications.
Together, this collection comprises a long, second look at the Mobile of
Hoffman's childhood and the city it has since become.
 

Like a photo album, Back Home presents close-up
portraits of everyday places and ordinary people. There are meditations
on downtown Mobile, where Hoffman's grandparents arrived as immigrants
a century ago; the waterfront where longshoremen labor and shrimpers work
their nets; the back roads leading to obscure but intriguing destinations.
Hoffman records local people telling their own tales of race relations,
sports, agriculture, and Mardi Gras celebrations. Fishermen, baseball players,
bakers, authors, political figures--a strikingly diverse population walks
across the stage of Back Home.

 

Throughout, Hoffman is concerned with stories and their
enduring nature. As he writes, "When buildings are leveled, when land is
developed, when money is spent, when our loved ones pass on, when we take
our places a little farther back every year on the historical time-line,
what we have still are stories."
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Abrahams:

Here thing why this specific Back Home: Journeys through Mobile are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Back Home: Journeys through Mobile giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Back Home: Journeys through
Mobile. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Back Home: Journeys through Mobile in e-book can be your option.

Barbara Gunter:

The reserve with title Back Home: Journeys through Mobile posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Back Home: Journeys through Mobile provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Julie Long:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Back Home: Journeys through
Mobile can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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