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Who was the real Rutherford B. Hayes? Was he a great or inconsequential president? How did his early life
and career shape his later years? How did his triumphs and failures alter our history? And why should we
care? Ari Hoogenboom's masterful life of Hayes definitively answers those questions and shows why our
nineteenth president deserves far greater recognition than he's received in the past.

The first biography of Hayes in nearly fifty years, Hoogenboom's book recreates the rapidly changing world
of Victorian America as experienced by one of its most reflective and perceptive figures. The Hayes that
emerges is a much more progressive and far-sighted leader than previously suggested. He was, Hoogenboom
argues, neither a Southern sympathizer nor an exemplar of the "Greedy Gilded Age." Rather, he was a
devout, pragmatic champion of equal rights.

Hayes's colorful life was rooted in his frontier experiences in Ohio and galvanized on Civil War battlefields,
where he survived five wounds and was ultimately promoted to major general. No other president was under
fire on the front lines as much as Hayes.

Hayes's image as president (1877-1881), however, has not been quite so shining. He has been blamed for
Reconstruction's failure and damned for an apparent bargain that guaranteed his election in exchange for
withdrawing military support of Republican governments in the South. He has also been criticized for
championing the gold standard, for breaking the Great Strike of 1877, for inconsistent support of civil-
service reform, and for being an ineffectual politician.

Hoogenboom contends that these evaluations are largely false. Previous scholars, he says, have failed to
appreciate Hayes's limited options and have misrepresented his actions in their depictions of an overly
cautious, nonvisionary president. In fact, he was strikingly modern in his efforts to enlarge the power of the
office, which he used as his own bully pulpit to rouse public support for his goals.

Chief among these goals, Hoogenboom shows, was equality for all Americans. Throughout his presidency
and long afterwards, Hayes worked steadfastly for reforms that would encourage economic opportunity,
distribute wealth more equitably, diminish the conflict between capital and labor, and ultimately enable
African-Americans to achieve political equality. Although he fell far short of his ideals, his unwavering
commitment deserves our attention and respect.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

The ability that you get from Rutherford B. Hayes: Warrior and President will be the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Rutherford B. Hayes: Warrior and President giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular Rutherford B. Hayes: Warrior and President
instantly.

Casey Larsen:

Exactly why? Because this Rutherford B. Hayes: Warrior and President is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Helen Woodson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Rutherford B. Hayes: Warrior and President why because the
great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Karen Garcia:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Rutherford B. Hayes: Warrior and President can make you
experience more interested to read.
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