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Sustained by a skilled work force and the Pennsylvania iron and steel industry, Philadelphia shipbuilders
negotiated the transition from wooden to iron hull construction earlier and far more easily that most other
builders. Between the Civil War and World War I, Philadelphia emerged as the vital center of American
shipbuilding, constructing a wide variety of vessel types such as passenger liners, freighters, battleships, and
cruisers.

In Ships for the Seven Seas, Thomas R. Heinrich explores this complex industry from the workshop level to
subcontracting networks spanning the Delaware Valley. He describes entrepreneurial strategies and
industrial change that facilitated the rise of major shipbuilding firms; how naval architecture, marine
engineering, and craft skills evolved as iron and steel overtook wood as the basic construction material; and
how changes in domestic and international trade and the rise of the American steel navy helped generate
vessel contracts for local builders. Heinrich also examines the formation of the military-industrial complex in
the context of naval contracting.

Contributing to current debates in business history, Ships for the Seven Seas explains how proprietary
ownership and batch production strategies enabled late nineteenth-century builders to supply volatile markets
with custom-built steamships. But large-scale naval construction in the 1920s eroded production flexibility,
Heinrich argues, and since then, ill-conceived merchant marine policies and naval contracting procedures
have brought about a structural crisis in American shipbuilding and the demise of the venerable Philadelphia
shipyards.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will need this Ships for the Seven Seas: Philadelphia Shipbuilding in the Age
of Industrial Capitalism (Studies in Industry and Society).

Vincent Baker:

The book Ships for the Seven Seas: Philadelphia Shipbuilding in the Age of Industrial Capitalism (Studies in
Industry and Society) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Ships for the Seven Seas: Philadelphia
Shipbuilding in the Age of Industrial Capitalism (Studies in Industry and Society)? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Ships for the Seven Seas: Philadelphia
Shipbuilding in the Age of Industrial Capitalism (Studies in Industry and Society) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

David Bolds:

Why? Because this Ships for the Seven Seas: Philadelphia Shipbuilding in the Age of Industrial Capitalism
(Studies in Industry and Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jeremy Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Ships for the Seven Seas:
Philadelphia Shipbuilding in the Age of Industrial Capitalism (Studies in Industry and Society).
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