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At a time when the label "conservative" is indiscriminately applied to fundamentalists, populists, libertarians,
fascists, and the advocates of one or another orthodoxy, this volume offers a nuanced and historically
informed presentation of what is distinctive about conservative social and political thought. It is an anthology
with an argument, locating the origins of modern conservatism within the Enlightenment and distinguishing
between conservatism and orthodoxy. Bringing together important specimens of European and American
conservative social and political analysis from the mid-eighteenth century through our own day,
Conservatism demonstrates that while the particular institutions that conservatives have sought to conserve
have varied, there are characteristic features of conservative argument that recur over time and across
national borders.

The book proceeds chronologically through the following sections: Enlightenment Conservatism (David
Hume, Edmund Burke, and Justus Möser), The Critique of Revolution (Burke, Louis de Bonald, Joseph de
Maistre, James Madison, and Rufus Choate), Authority (Matthew Arnold, James Fitzjames Stephen),
Inequality (W. H. Mallock, Joseph A. Schumpeter), The Critique of Good Intentions (William Graham
Sumner), War (T. E. Hulme), Democracy (Carl Schmitt, Schumpeter), The Limits of Rationalism (Winston
Churchill, Michael Oakeshott, Friedrich Hayek, Edward Banfield), The Critique of Social and Cultural
Emancipation (Irving Kristol, Peter Berger and Richard John Neuhaus, Hermann Lübbe), and Between
Social Science and Cultural Criticism (Arnold Gehlen, Philip Rieff). The book contains an afterword on
recurrent tensions and dilemmas of conservative thought.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Conservatism: An Anthology of Social and Political
Thought From David Hume to the Present is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Candice Sharkey:

Conservatism: An Anthology of Social and Political Thought From David Hume to the Present can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing Conservatism: An Anthology of Social and Political Thought From David
Hume to the Present nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

John Burns:

This Conservatism: An Anthology of Social and Political Thought From David Hume to the Present is fresh
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
digest in reading this Conservatism: An Anthology of Social and Political Thought From David Hume to the
Present can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life and knowledge.

Ralph Pettie:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Conservatism: An Anthology of Social and
Political Thought From David Hume to the Present can give you a lot of close friends because by you
looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your



friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Conservatism: An Anthology of Social and Political Thought From David Hume
to the Present.
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